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College Readiness 
and The Common Core
Why the switch to Common Core State Standards

● Accountability focusing on student achievement
● College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for literacy across the curriculum
● Continuity across state lines for transient students
● Assessment will be ready by 2014 - Michigan is participating in the SMARTER Balanced 

consortium
 
What the CCSS are

● Literacy standards included in history, science, social studies, and technology
● Strong focus on Information text
● Four ELA strands – reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language
● An integrated approach for all strands is encouraged
● Another tool teachers can use to improve their instruction

      
What the CCSS are not

● A national curriculum
 



Overview of Literacy Theories 

● Culturally-Responsive Teaching (Friere and 
Clark and Ivanic) 

 
● Developing Academic Identity [agency] (Gee 

and The London Group)
 
● Student-Centered Instruction (Yagelski and 

Bruce) 
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Exploring chapters 7 and 9 of The Successful High School Writing Center, 
by Dawn Fels and Jennifer Wells (2011).
 
● The Successful High School Writing Center emphasizes a director-headed, 

peer-tutored, writing center with integrated reading; the book’s model is the 
Mercy Reading and Writing Center. 

 
● The center combines content-area literacy, literacy coaching, and high 

school writing to mediate some of the limitations of each individual content 
area of practice.

 
● Literacy coaches work with faculty on an ongoing basis to help them find 

ways to teach students the literacy skills and strategies necessary. Their 
major role is to work with content teachers across the curriculum, providing 
support when it is needed, instead of a catch it now or never basis.



Literacy Theories in
                         H.S. Writing Centers  R.
2

The need for integrating reading into the writing center is so great there are a 
number of alternatives to explore. If the writing center is using peer tutors, 
those tutors should get training in not only conferencing with students about 
their writing but about their reading, as well.
 

At the college level, tutors have reported feeling that their tutees are not adept 
at critical reading, and they felt it was important to help them become better 
readers, but they did not know how to do this.
 

Any writing center will be strengthened if their staff is trained in implementing 
reading strategies.
 

Through faculty survey, they found the most frequent literacy concerns were 
reading comprehension, distinguishing main ideas from supporting details, and 
inability to make inferences; to a lesser degree were concerns about reading 
rates and vocabulary. The writing center coaches routinely collect evaluations 
for feedback, and report changes in students’ critical reading and writing 
abilities.



Literacy Theories in 
Supporting Students 6 - 8
Socio-Cultural Literacy
Kathleen Hayes-Parvin - 6th Grade, Birney Middle School

● Goal is for each student to become real readers and real learners which means they emulate the 
practices of literacy professionals (24).

● Writers’ notebooks
● Mini-lessons.
● Focus on accomplishment vs. completion
● Students decide what they will be working on during class
● “She teaches the conventions of Standard Written English in the context of student writing 

integrating writing and language instruction so that students can make connections between 
language use and writing situations.”

 
Rod Leonard - 7th Grade, Smith Middle School

● Social Justice Photo Journal unit 
● Students are able to demonstrate their own diverse perspectives and life experiences
● Students are able to share, reflect, critique, and revisit a piece of writing
● Students use writing and reading to positively affect their communities

 

 



Literacy Theories in 
Supporting Students 9 - 12 

Supporting Students 9-12
● Encompasses all areas of the form of literacy axes (Socio-cultural, Multi-

modal, Autonomous and Print-based)
● Types of literacy advanced

○ Digital (Through the use of technology such as iPods, iTunes, 
computers)

○ Visual (Watching of films and creating own short film/trailer)
● Academic Literacy (Competency in reading, writing, and critical thinking)

 



Overview of Best Practices

The overarching concept throughout the CCSS grades 9-12 
boil down to one main subject: the student. 
 
● Linda-"Giving up control of the classroom" (37). 
 
● Steve-"I try to come up with a lesson that I think will be 

interesting for the students" (51). 
 
● Nikkie-"This lesson enables...." (63). 
 
● CCSS-"Keeping students at the center will enable you 

to prioritize what to attend to first and why (92). 



Best Practices in
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● The (reading and) writing center should promote effective writing strategies 

for student achievement in the ELA curriculum and instruction.
 
● To launch the Mercy Center it was promoted as a teacher resource, as well 

as a student resource, that made house calls, or classroom calls. They 
worked with interested faculty in designing reading and/or writing activities 
in their various subject areas and offered to come into the classroom and 
provide mini-workshops with students on a variety of literacy tasks and 
skills.

 
● The flexibility of designing a center allows whichever delivery is most 

practical - using a writing center room for individual support and 
conferencing, mobile workshops to content-area classrooms, or scheduled 
mini-workshops in the center. 
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● To further support staff, in addition to offering in-class workshops, the 
center hosts informal workshops to help faculty answer questions such as 
“How can I get students to know more vocabulary?” or “Why don’t students 
use the comments I write on their papers?” (90).

 
● Another idea is to hold optional brown bag lunch sessions on integrating 

content literacy. 
 
● Other alternatives may include faculty pair-and-share where faculty share 

strategies that are working in their own classrooms (92).
 
● In summary, the best practice in designing a writing center relies on an 

approach of teaching reading and writing strategies to students and 
teaching teachers how to incorporate reading and writing strategies into 
their teaching. In shorter words: improving content-area literacy that is 
simultaneously top-down and bottom-up.

  



Best Practices in 
Supporting Students 6-8

 
 Collaboration
● To achieve balance of informational (55%) text and 

literary (45%)
● Vertical Alignment – grade level differences
● Share ideas concerning common formative and 

summative assessments
● Using the same common academic vocabulary
 

 

 



Best Practices in
Supporting Students 9-12

". . . leveraging the CCSS to shape instruction that meets 
students' needs and prepares them to contribute to a world 
we can only imagine today" (110). 
● Student-Centered Instruction

○ local contexts
○ students' cultural heritages
○ students' needs, abilities, interests, and resources

● Student-Centered Assessment
○ "speak compellingly with local and national stakeholders about how 

your locally designed . . . assessments best meet your students' 
needs and are still responsive to the CCSS" (111).

● Example
○ Fulcrum Texts
○ Context Texts
○ Texture Texts

 



Conclusion and Implications
for College Readiness

There is a pattern within pedagogy that we see 
repeated here, and that is, "social behaviors 
move cognition and affect both what and how 
things get learned" (Langer 51). In order to 
assist students in developing agency and in 
order for us to create student centered 
instruction, we must remain cognizant of our 
students' situations and perspectives in life. We 
must be vigilant in understanding how those 
social behaviors move. 


